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Journalist Bobby Caina Calvan traveled to
Southeast Asia as part of a project sponsored
by the International Center for Journalists, a

Decades after war, millions of unexploded U.S.
bombs haunt Laos

A Laotian technician prods the ground in search of explosive devices left undetonated from the Vietnam conflict. Denis Gray/AP file

Global treaty pushes U.S. and others to ban cluster bombs
By Bobby Caina Calvan  2:00 am, September 23, 2011 Updated: 8:20 pm, January 23, 2012
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A bomb-detector sweeps through a rice field in Laos.
Throughout the country, an estmated 80 million unexploded
bombs are dormant threats lingering from the U.S. bombing
campaign four decades
ago that targeted communist fighters and supply lines. Bobby
Caina Calvan

Bomb recovery team members Pheng Souvanthone (left) and
Liangkham Laphommavong take a break from their work
sweeping for bombs in the Laotian countryside. Bobby Caina
Calvan
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Rusted UXOs—unexploded ordnance dropped on Loas during
the Vietnam war —under lock and key. Children learn to call
them "bombies." The explosives claim hundreds of lives each
year, many of them children who mistake the UXOs for toys.
Bobby Caina Calvan
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news instantly.
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War and Conflict, Bombs, Explosive weapons, Cluster
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War

You might also be interested in ...

Counter-IED efforts still beset
by poor oversight and
duplication

IMPACT: Marines cancel
contract for device that used
lightning to attack roadside

bombs

House offers budget boost to
troubled Pentagon agency
fighting roadside bombs
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